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The requisitions of Congress upon the various States for money to pay the National obligations to foreign creditors were usually treated with neglect and often with contempt by those jealous and pompous "Sovereignties." "Requisitions are a perfect nullity where thirteen sovereign, independent, disunited States are in the habit of discussing and refusing compliance with them at their option. Requisitions are actually little better than a jest and a by-word throughout the land. If you tell the legislatures they have violated the treaty of peace, and invaded the prerogatives of the confederacy, they will laugh in your face/* * Thus raged Washington. "Congress cannot command money" even to redeem Americans held in slavery in Algiers,2 testified the powerless and despondent Secretary of State. Indeed, Congress amounted to so little that the delegates from many States often refused to attend.3
Though debts were great and financial confusion
this sum too went from Virga, which will not supply a single shilling the present year/' (Madison to Jefferson, March 18,1786; Writings: Hunt, ii, 228.)
1 Washington to Jay, Aug. 1, 1786; Writings: Ford, xi, 54-55.
a Jay (Secretary of State under the Confederation) to Jefferson, Dec. 14, 1786; Jay: Johnston, iii, 223.
3 "We are wasting our time & labour in vain efforts to do business" (because of State delegates not attending), wrote Jefferson in 1784. (Jefferson to Washington, March 15, 1784; Works: Ford, iv, 266.) And at the very climax of our difficulties "a sufficient number of States to do business have not been represented in Congress." (Jay to Wm. Carmichael, Jan. 4, 1786; Jay: Johnston, iii, 225.) During half of September and all of October, November, December, January, and February, nine States "have not been represented in congress"; and this even after the Constitution had been adopted. (Jay to Jefferson, March 9, 1789; Jay: Johnston, iii, 365.)